One of the commonest questions to a Clinical Genetics department is "what do I do for this patient with a family history of cancer?" While most departments have guidelines for referral, these are intended to be for quick, easy-view reference. For those many clinicians who would like a little more detail, Lalloo and colleagues have produced this practical text with a worldwide list of contributors.

The introductory section of four chapters concentrates on basic genetics -- family history, referral guidelines, genetic counselling and genetic testing. This section gives the non-geneticist an idea of the specialty and emphasises both the advantages and limitations of genetic testing.

Part 2 is devoted to the risk assessment and management of families with common malignancies, covering breast and ovarian cancer, the polyposis syndromes, non-polyposis colorectal cancer and other less common malignancies, such as prostate, gastric and pancreatic cancers.

The final section deals with inherited cancer syndromes -- the neurofibromatoses, von Hippel-Lindau, multiple endocrine neoplasia, Gorlin syndrome, and Li Fraumeni syndrome, with a concluding chapter on ethical and insurance issues.

As the contributors are from the UK, Europe and North America, there is a noticeable difference in practice. The UK screening guidelines are not the same as those in North America. Criteria for genetic testing also differ. This can be confusing to those who want to get information for their patients, so make sure you have read the relevant chapter. Such variation serves to illustrate that Cancer Genetics is a growing and developing specialty, with criteria for screening and testing liable to change as more information is gathered about the natural history of cancers in high-risk families.

It is easy to find the information you need in this book. Read it from cover to cover if it is valuable to your training or practice (or if you just like the subject) and you will have a comprehensive knowledge of what cancer genetics is about; keep it for reference, dipping into the particular bit you need from time to time, and your clinical genetics colleagues will be very impressed with your knowledge.
